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El Paso Community College
Syllabus 
Part I
Instructor’s Course Requirements

Fall 2018
I. Course Number and Instructor Information

English 1301: Expository English Composition CRN 15210
Instructor: Dr. Don Kirk Macon
Office Hours:  Online and Phone (by appointment only)
II. Texts and Materials
Bullock, Richard, and Maureen Daly Goggin.  The Norton Field 



Guide to Writing with Readings. Fourth Edition. New York: Norton, 2016.
Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference. 9th Edition.  Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2018.
Only MS Word will be accepted for files.
III. Course Requirements
A. Grading Scale and Course Grade



Average Grade
Letter Grade



90-100%


A



80-89%


B



70-79%


C



60-69%


D



0-59%



F



Essays



70%


Discussion Boards

30%
B.  Course Assignments
Essays:  Five essays, one in the discussion forums and the other four submitted in Assignments, will be written for the class. The essays are worth a total of 70% of the final grade.

Discussion Board: The discussions are weighted 30% of the total final grade. You must participate liberally. Follow the specific directions as shown in each forum. For each forum, the length requirements and/or peer responses are different, as are the points available for each forum.


All work must be done in MS Word.  Use Arial or Times New Roman font no larger than 
12 point and double space your work. This is for forums and for written assignments.   

IV.
Instructor’s Policies
A. 
 Attendance

Attendance is monitored by your submitted assignments and your contribution to posted discussion questions.  As this is an online course, this is the only way I can tell that you are actively engaged in the course. This course is not self-paced.  You will be expected to log in and participate on Blackboard at least three times weekly.

B.
Communication

Student Contact:  Students are expected to stay in regular contact with the instructor.  When a problem occurs, it is best to let the instructor know immediately. Many problems can be resolved simply if the instructor is made aware of the issue.  Do not wait, especially if an assignment is involved.

Students may communicate using the email within Blackboard: they may also communicate using the college email system EPCC email (OWA). You should allow at least 48 hours for a response.

C.
Plagiarism 

Students may be dropped from this course for plagiarism.  Plagiarism consists of submitting some else’s work under your name.  This includes copying and pasting work from a text or the internet.  Students may be referred to the Dean or the Vice President of Student Affairs for serious offenses.  (See Norton pp. 475-479 or Hacker p. L-24.)
D.
Course Drops

Your participation in this course is tracked through the Blackboard system. If you have not logged in for two weeks or if you have not submitted two graded assignments in a row, you are subject to being dropped from the course.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the course for whatever reason.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for student withdrawal from the course or for the completion of the student’s course work.  Course expectations are outlined in this syllabus.
E.
Format of Assignments 
Students are expected to follow MLA guidelines as outlined in 1301 courses.  Use a proper MLA heading including your name, date course number and CRN, and the title of the assignment in the left-hand margin of the first page. Use your last name in all file names.  Example: “Garcia, Journal #2” Save and submit your work in MS Word.
Submission:  Submit written work (essays) through the Assignments Tab (except the one marked for submission to the Discussion Board) and submit all discussions through the Discussion Tool.  Do not submit assignments as email attachments.
F.
Netiquette

An open and positive online learning environment should be maintained always.  The following guidelines will help maintain this environment.

Students should be professional always maintaining a college learning community. Respect and consideration of other students is essential and rude comments will not be tolerated. Humor should be used carefully as it may not come across in an online environment, and sarcasm should not be used at all.

This is also true of harassing, threatening, and embarrassing comments.  

Of course, offensive material should not be posted or transmitted; this includes material that is racial, religious, sexual, or vulgar.  Differences of opinion are possible, but each party should show respect for others.  Finally, the use of all capital letters is considered shouting in an online environment. Please avoid such communication.  These guidelines should lead to a mature, interactive college community in which learning is fostered.

G.
Blackboard Tools Used in Class.

You will find your weekly assignments by clicking the “Assignments” tool. The “Discussions" tool will give you the discussion topics. All written assignments will be turned in using the “Assignments” tool.  Essays attached to email or course messages will not be accepted. 
English 1301 Course Calendar

Module #1 










Reading Assignment: Norton:  Part 1 “Rhetorical Situation” Chapter 1 Purpose p. 3 Chapter 2 Audience p. 5 Chapter 3 Genre p. 9 “Se Habla Espanol” Tanya Barrientos p. 629 and “Literacy Behind Bars” Malcom X p. 640

Discussion Boards

Module #2 










Reading Assignment: Norton: Chapter 30 "Beginning and Ending" p. 299 Chapter 40 "Narrating" and "Mother Tongue" Amy Tan p. 633 and "Poetry as a Lifesaver" Jimmy Santiago Baca p. 858. Chapter 6 "Writing a Literary Narrative" p. 27 "Narrative Topics" p. 43 and "Generating Ideas and Text" p. 45

Discussion Board

Essay, Narrative

Module #3 










Reading Assignment: Chapter 8 “Reporting Information” p. 87 and “Rural>City>Cyberspace” and Nicholas Carr p. 95 and “Homeless on Campus” Eleanor J. Bader p. 693

Discussion Board

Module #4 










Reading Assignment: Norton: “A Guide to Writing Reports” pp. 87–110

“If You Are What You Eat, Then What Am I” Geeta Kothari p. 922dd and “Throwing Like a Girl” James Fallows p. 100

Discussion Board

Essay, Expository

Module #5 










Reading Assignment: Norton:  Chapter 13 “Evaluations” A Brief Guide to Writing Evaluations p. 169 “An Online Art Collection Grows Out of Infancy” Roberta Smith p. 790 and “Juno: Not Just another Teen Movie” p. 165–168

Discussion Board

Module #6 









Reading Assignment: Norton Chapter 8 "Analyzing Texts" "A Guide to Writing Textual Analyses" p. 70 "Literary Analyses" pp. 81-86

Discussion Board

Essay, Persuasive

Module #7 









Reading: Sonnet: “Lift not the painted veil” Shelley and “Metaphor and Society in Shelly’s ‘Sonnet’ p. 82-86 “Paperclip Man” Christian Danielsen p. 191 and “Marlen Esza: Going the Distance” Nathaniel Rich p. 848 and “On Campus, it’s One Big Commercial” Natasha Singer p. 837 “Fun Home” Alison Bechdel p. 955

Discussion Board
Module #8 









Reading Assignment: Norton:  Chapter 16 “Profiles” p. 191 and Norton: “Choosing a Suitable Subject” (for a Profile) pp. 199-204

Discussion Board: QEP Essay

Final Essay, Analytical

Review pp. 199-204.

